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VERSION 1

Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya,
O Lord, kum bay ya.

Someone's laughing, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Someone's laughing, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Someone's laughing, my Lord, kum bay ya,
O Lord, kum bay ya.

Someone's crying, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Someone's crying, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Someone's crying, my Lord, kum bay ya,
O Lord, kum bay ya.

Someone's praying, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Someone's praying, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Someone's praying, my Lord, kum bay ya,
O Lord, kum bay ya.

Someone's singing, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Someone's singing, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Someone's singing, my Lord, kum bay ya,
O Lord, kum bay ya.
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VERSION 2

Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya,
O Lord, kum bay ya.

Hear me crying, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Hear me crying, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Hear me crying, my Lord, kum bay ya,
O Lord, kum bay ya.

Hear me singing, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Hear me singing, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Hear me singing, my Lord, kum bay ya,
O Lord, kum bay ya.

Hear me praying, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Hear me praying, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Hear me praying, my Lord, kum bay ya,
O Lord, kum bay ya.

Oh, | need you, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Oh, | need you, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Oh, | need you, my Lord, kum bay ya,
O Lord, kum bay ya.
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VERSION 3 VERSION 4
Someone need you, Lord, come by here For the sun, that rises in the sky
Someone need you, Lord, come by here For the rhythm of the falling rain
Someone need you, Lord, come by here For all life, great or small
Oh, Lord, come by here. For all that's true, for all you do.
Now | need you, Lord, come by here Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Sinners need you, Lord, come by here Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Sinners need you, Lord, come by here Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya,
Oh, Lord, come by here. O Lord, kum bay ya.
Come by here, my Lord, come by here, Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Come by here, my Lord, come by here, Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Come by here, my Lord, come by here, Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya,
Oh, Lord, come by here. O Lord, kum bay ya.
In the mornin' see, Lord, come by here, For the second on this world you made,
In the mornin' see, Lord, come by here, For the love that will never fade,
In the mornin' see, Lord, come by here, For a heart beating with joy,
Oh, Lord, come by here. For all that's real, for all we feel.
| gon' need you, Lord, come by here, Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
I gon' need you, Lord, come by here, Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
I gon' need you, Lord, come by here, Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya,
Oh, Lord, come by here. O Lord, kum bay ya.
Oh, Sinners need you, Lord, come by here, Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Sinners need you, Lord, come by here, Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya;
Sinners need you, Lord, come by here, Kum bay ya, my Lord, kum bay ya,
Oh my Lord, won't you come by here. O Lord, kum bay ya.

In the morning - morning, won't you come by here
Mornin' - morning, won't you come by here

In the Mornin' - morning, won't you come by here
Oh, Lord, come by here.
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History and Origin

"Kumbaya", "Kum ba yah", "Come by Here", is a spiritual song first recorded in the 1920s. It became
a standard campfire song in scouting and summer camps and enjoyed broader popularity during the folk
revival of the 1950s and 1960s. The song was originally a simple appeal to God to come and help those in
need.

Earliest known recording was "Come By Here", transcribed by J. Cutting from song of H. Wylie, in 1926.

According to Library of Congress editor Stephen Winick, the song almost certainly originated among
African Americans in the Southeastern United States, and had a Gullah version early in its history even if it
did not originate in that dialect. The two oldest versions whose year of origin is known for certain were
both collected in 1926, and both reside in the Library's American Folklife Center. No precise month or day
was recorded for either version, so either may be the earliest known version of the song. One was submitted
as a high school collecting project by a student named Minnie Lee to her teacher, Julian P. Boyd, later a
celebrated historian. This version, collected in Alliance, North Carolina, is a manuscript featuring lyrics but
no music. The other 1926 version was recorded on wax cylinder by Robert Winslow Gordon, founder of
what began as the Library of Congress's Archive of Folk Song, which became the American Folklife
Center. The singer's name was H. Wylie, and the song was recorded within a few hours' drive of Darien,
Georgia, although Gordon did not note the exact location. Between 1926 and 1928, Gordon recorded three
more versions of traditional spirituals with the refrain "come by here" or "come by heah".

According to an article in Kodaly Envoy by Lum Chee-Hoo, some time between 1922 and 1931, members
of the Society for the Preservation of Spirituals collected a version from the South Carolina coast. "Come
by Yuh", as they called it, was sung in Gullah, the creole language spoken by the former slaves living on
the Sea Islands of South Carolina and Georgia, as well as The Bahamas.

In May 1936, John Lomax, Gordon's successor as head of the Archive of Folk Song, discovered a woman
named Ethel Best singing "Come by Here" with a group in Raiford, Florida.

In an interview at the Library of Congress quoted by Winick Frey claimed the change of the title to "Kum
Ba Yah" came about in 1946, when a missionary family named Cunningham returned from Africa where
they had sung Frey's version. According to Frey, they brought back a partly translated version, and "Kum
Ba Yah" was an African phrase from Angola. Frey claimed the Cunninghams then toured America singing
the song with the text "Kum Ba Yah".

A 45 rpm recording in a contemporary gospel style was released in 1958 by Little Sugar and the Hightower
Brothers as "Come by Here", on the Savoy label (backed with "At the Golden Gate").

The Folksmiths, including Joe Hickerson, recorded the song in 1957, as did Pete Seeger in 1958. The song
enjoyed newfound popularity during the American folk music revival of the early to mid-1960s, largely due
to Joan Baez's 1962 recording of the song, and became associated with the Civil Rights Movement of that
decade.



